
Service of Divine Worship 
Baptism of the Lord 

January 11, 2026 

Assemble in God’s Name 

Life Together                                                                 Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Welcome and Proclamation of the Good News 

Prelude 

*Call to Worship:   

Come!  Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized. 

 We come to be cleansed and made whole. 

Come!  Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our identity as 

baptized people. 

 We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of 

 God. 

Come!  Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life. 

 We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to 

 live together as the family of God.1 

*Opening Hymn #492:  Baptized in Water 

Call to Confession 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the season in which your 

light has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out on the 

world, and yet all we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our 

own desires.  Help us to desire you, Lord.  Help us to yearn for your presence.  

Pour your baptismal waters over us again, cleansing us from our self pity and 

arrogance.  Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative thoughts and behav-

iors that stand in the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be.1 

 

 

Silent, Personal Prayer 

Responsive Assurance of Pardon: 

Hear the good news:  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and Christ died 

for us, Christ rose for us, Christ lives in power for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone 

who is in Christ is of the new Creation.  The old life is finished, gone.  Behold, new life 

has begun.  Brothers and sisters, believe the good news: 

 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.2 

*Song of Joy, Hymn #579:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

World without end, Amen, Amen. 

* The Peace: “The Peace of the Lord be with you.” “And also with you.”  

As a sign of reconciliation please share the Peace of Christ   

with your brothers and sisters.  

 Proclaim God’s Word 

Unison Prayer for Illumination:   

Creator Spirit, who hovered over the waters at creation’s birth, who descend-

ed in the form of a dove at Jesus’ baptism, who was poured out under the 

signs of fire and wind at Pentecost:  Come to us, open our hearts and minds, 

so that we may hear the Word of life and be renewed by your power, for you 

live and reign with God and Christ now and forevermore.  Amen. 2 

Children’s Time                                                                                            Susie Faas 

Ministry of Music:  And Make It So                                                      Lloyd Larson  

                                    Alana Plessinger, soprano 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 3:13-17 

Sermon:  A Holy Collision                                      Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin 
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 Order of  Worship  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director—Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries—Karen Mail 

Youth Assistant—Ben Schnetzer 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager—Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website: www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response #356:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Joy & Concern Cards will be collected during this hymn 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Remembrance of Baptism (see insert) 

Presentation of Our Tithes and Gifts to God 

 Offertory:  I Love to Tell the Story                                                      Joel Raney 

                                Heritage Choir 

 * Hymn # 592:  Doxology  

 * Prayer of Dedication  

  

*Hymn of Sending #538:  Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 

*Benediction                                                      

*Postlude            

                    

         

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

*Those who are able may stand  

1  Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/baptism-of-
the-lord-year-a-lectionary-planning-notes/baptism-of-the-lord-year-a-liturgical-resources  
2  PCUSA Office of Theology and Worship - Baptism of Our Lord Sunday  
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Remembrance of Baptism 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Lord and life-giving Spirit, who charged the waters with life when first the world began: 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Giver of freedom, who led your people out of slavery through the waters that did not over 

whelm: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

O God, our provider, who gives thirsty people water from a rock: 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Holy Lord, who gives water to purify what is unclean: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

Holy Spirit, who anointed Jesus with your power of life no death could conquer. 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Spirit of the Living God, who charged the waters of baptism with resurrection power so we 

might live as part of God’s New Creation: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

Drench us once more in your life-giving Spirit, Almighty God,….. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love of God? 

 Accepting God’s love, I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all powers in the world that defy God’s Way of Life for all? 

 In the name of Christ Jesus, I renounce them. 

Will you resist the forces of sin that hold the world in captivity? 

 With the power of the Holy Spirit, I will resist them. 

Trusting the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from evil to seek good? 

 By the grace of God, I do. 

Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world? 

 I believe Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

Will you follow the Spirit of the living Lord and live in accord with God’s way? 

 By God’s grace, I will walk in the Spirit Way. 
 

Let us Pray….  

You are invited to come forward  

to be reminded of your baptism and anointed with oil. 

Remembrance of Baptism 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Lord and life-giving Spirit, who charged the waters with life when first the world began: 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Giver of freedom, who led your people out of slavery through the waters that did not overwhelm: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

O God, our provider, who gives thirsty people water from a rock: 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Holy Lord, who gives water to purify what is unclean: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

Holy Spirit, who anointed Jesus with your power of life no death could conquer. 

 Make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Spirit of the Living God, who charged the waters of baptism with resurrection power so we might 

live as part of God’s New Creation: 

 Drown our sin and raise us to new life. 

Drench us once more in your life-giving Spirit, Almighty God,….. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love of God? 

 Accepting God’s love, I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all powers in the world that defy God’s Way of Life for all? 

 In the name of Christ Jesus, I renounce them. 

Will you resist the forces of sin that hold the world in captivity? 

 With the power of the Holy Spirit, I will resist them. 

Trusting the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from evil to seek good? 

 By the grace of God, I do. 

Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world? 

 I believe Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 

Will you follow the Spirit of the living Lord and live in accord with God’s way? 

 By God’s grace, I will walk in the Spirit Way. 

 

Let us pray….  

You are invited to come forward  

to be reminded of your baptism and anointed with oil. 



Prayer List 
 

 

Concerns: 

• Larry Andrews—recovery & success of 1/7 neck surgery  

• Roger Rude—recovery from a recent fall 

• Suzanne Kennedy—results of testing 

• Myron—Neil Plats’ brother—stroke on January 5 

• Chris Wright’s father—broken rib after a fall 

• Lynn Regenhold—friend of Joanne Foster –shingles 

Continued Prayers For: 

• Prayers for peace in the world. 

• Prayers for all who battle mental illness. 

• Sandee Coats-Hoon—friend of Cindy Parrott—cardiac issues/possible surgery 

• Jayne  Cool – Cathy Ewing’s mother – cancer treatments. 

• Cynthia Focke—Sheri & Jamey Focke’s sister-in-law—cancer surgery 

• Barbara Garett—Sarah Falck’s aunt—hospice care 

• Kyle Homan –chemotherapy for breast cancer 

• Craig Hoon—recovery of blown out knee 

• Connie Ison’s husband – recovery from 12/22 kidney stone surgery  

• Irma Kaltenhauser—rehab 

• Brendon O’Connor – preschool parent – extremely ill 

• Carole Phillips – in memory care at Optimized Senior Living 

• Madelyn – 6 year old daughter of Kim Moore’s friend – brain tumor & seizures 

• Steve Ritz –health issues 

• Tina Rivera—Neil Plats’ granddaughter—medical issues 

• Teresa Stanford—in rehab and hoping to go home soon 

• Deanna Taggart—healing of fractured knee cap 

• Bob White—recovery from 1/6 surgery for lesions on vocal cords and results of 

biopsy.  This is the first of 2-3 procedures. 

Intercessory Prayer:  Harrison First Presbyterian Church 

Call the church office, 398-7671, to add requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Per Capita  
Members may assist the Church by paying their Per Capita fee of $36.00.  If 

you choose to do this, mark your check or online donation as “Per Capita”. 

 

 

 

You Are Invited! 
The Steverson family would like to invite the congregation to Lilly’s Court of 

Honor on January 25th 3-4:30pm in the HPC Sanctuary.  We hope to see you 

there! 

 

FPWC Week Starts Sunday, 1-25-2026 !! 
Our first FPWC week for 2026 starts on   

January 25.  Please consider helping by   

taking at least one of the 49 host posi-

tions  available for that week. Our local 

Partner Churches will take about 19 of 

those positions for us, leaving about 30 for 

HPC to fill. A chart of needed Host Posi-

tions will be posted on the Mission Bulle-

tin Board in the Atrium. Please see or call 

Sheri Miller or Nelson Kennedy to volunteer. Is there a better way to respond to 

the grace of God than by providing food and shelter to homeless in your own 

community?  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year – New Habits 
New Year’s resolutions very often disappear after the first few weeks, so this year, 

why not try to begin a New Year’s Habit…of reading scripture?  Children’s Minis-

tries has prepared 2 resources to lead your children and youth to a daily disci-

pline of reading the Bible: the 12-Month Family Scripture Challenge and 365 Day 

Bible Reading Plan.  Read a verse a day, or read through the Bible in a year with 

your family.  Resources are available in the Atrium. 

Our Librarian, Chris Dauer has also prepared listings of devotional resources that 

are available in our libraries. These can be checked out for the year. 

Also, consider using an on-line prayer app to help encourage regular devotion 

and prayer. https://d365.org/ and https://www.ceaselessprayer.com/ are free apps 

that are easy to install and use. Start the year with a new habit, of spending time 

in conversation with God through scripture. 

Consider joining an Adult Bible Study to learn with others. 

 Hope PW Circle – 1st Wednesday of each month, 9:30am; Contact marciawas-

son@gmail.com 

 Grace PW Circle – 2nd Thursday of each month, 7pm;  Contact mckeanlib-

by808@gmail.com 

 Adult Bible Study -  Weekly Thursdays 11am; Contact 

susie.faas@hpcmason.org 

 Men’s Study – Weekly Tuesdays 8am, Contact parrd5880@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 11:       9am—Sunday School Resumes for all 

                4pm—Confirmation Meeting for Parents & Students 

                5pm—Youth Groups Resume 

Sunday School 9-10am  

Breakfast in 20/21 then divide into age groups for study and activities   

PreK Age 3—5   Room 9 

1st—6th grade     Room 10 

7th —12th grade   Room 24  

Adults                  Room 14/15  

Youth Groups 5-7pm 
Dinner 5:00- 5:30 pm 

K-3rd Kids of the Kingdom - Room 10 

4th-6th ‘Tweens - Room 10 

7th – 12th Legacies – Room 24 

 

Crafting Group:  Tuesdays at 10am 
The Tuesday Craft Group was busy last year!  31 knit, cro-

cheted and fleece blankets were made and delivered to 

Family Promise.  but we have also been busy with other 

projects:  37 hats and scarves and 15 dish/wash cloths were-

been made and delivered.  We also made prayer shawls 

and baby sweaters and have started on a new item—

”pocket prayer shawls” which we hope to have available 

soon.  We manage to work on some projects of our own too. 

If you enjoy or think you might enjoy this type of work, we would love to have you 

join us.  We have a good time chatting and laughing as we work, and can teach you 

how to knit! 

 

 

https://d365.org/
https://www.ceaselessprayer.com/
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Week at a Glance 
Sunday, January 11,  Baptism of the Lord 

9:00 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

10:15 am: In Person Worship & Livestream Worship on YouTube 

11:30 am:  Session Examination of New Officers 

4:00 pm:  Confirmation Meeting for Parents and Students 

5:00 pm:  Youth Groups 

Monday, January 12 

3:30 pm:  Confirmation Class 

7:00 pm:  Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, January 13 

8:00 am:  Men’s Bible Study 

10:00 am:  Crafting Group 

5:00 pm:  Personnel Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, January 14 

9:30 am:  Hope Circle 

6:15pm:  Choir Practice 

7:30 pm:  Bell Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 15 

11:00 am:  Adult Bible Study  

8:15 pm:  Men’s Fellowship 

Friday, January 16 

Saturday, January 17 

8:30am:  Session Retreat 

Sunday, January 18,  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

9:00 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

10:15 am: In Person Worship & Livestream Worship on YouTube 

11:30 am:  B & P Meeting; Deacon Training 

5:00 pm:  Youth Groups 

The Worship Leader This Week is Lucy Atkinson 

The Sanctuary Flowers This Week are dedicated to the HPC Congregation—Thank you 

for signing up to dedicate the Sanctuary Flowers throughout the year! 

Birthdays this Week: Jo Marggrander, Janice Weller, Stacey Tinker, Lisa Niehaus,         

Maya Pellegrino, Sandy White 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Offering Envelopes  
Boxes of 2026 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up outside the 

Church Office.  If you need a box mailed to your home, please email 

office@hpcmason.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring – February 8 
Each year, HPC participates in the SouperBowl of Caring, coordinated by our 

‘Tweens. This is a grassroots mission, that encourages churches to collect food 

and monetary gifts, that will be donated to a local food pantry.  This year, we 

will collect for the HPC Community Cupboard and the Mason Comet Cup-

board. Donations will be collected in the Atrium throughout the month of Janu-

ary. All pantry items will be accepted, except for products in glass containers. 

New this year- we are now also collecting hygiene products. 
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January 11, 2026 

Announcements 
 

    

 

Pastor—Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director – Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries – Karen Mail 

Youth Assistant—Ben Schnetzer 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager – Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

 

9am Sunday School, 10:15am Worship 
 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website:  www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio  45040 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Cupboard  
Our biggest need is for health/self care items such as deodorant, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, shampoo, etc.  Even the small sample sizes are in demand.  SNAP, if 

you can get it, doesn’t cover these items. 

As always, high protein items are emptied quickly—beef stew, pasta with meat 

(i.e. lasagna, beef-a-roni), canned chicken, Vienna Sausage and Spam 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandwiches Delivered as of  1/4/26 
 Sandwiches Delivered:  38,407 

 Sandwich Tower Height:  294 Stories 

 Weeks Delivered:  289 

 HPC Sandwich Missionaries:  36 

You Sandwich Missionaries are amazing! 

“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.”  Matthew 25:35. 

“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,              

you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40. 
 

2026 Pledges & Gifts  
Use this link to give online:   http://bit.ly/2WjfB2m  

mailto:office@hpcmason.org
http://www.hpcmason.org
http://bit.ly/2WjfB2m

