
Service of Divine Worship 
1st Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

Assemble in God’s Name 

Life Together                                                              Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Welcome and Proclamation of the Good News 

Prelude 

*Call to Worship:  Light of Light                                                                     Joel Raney 

 Congregation Sings:  (Please remain seated and sing as directed) 

 Light of Light, we humbly pray;  

 Shine in our hearts today. 

 Dispel the gloom and dark of night;  

 Fill all the world with love and light. 

Advent Candle Lighting Reading, Week 1:  Hope— Judy Little & Sue Monteith 

*Opening Hymn #13:  Prepare the Way 

Call to Confession 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  

Holy God, in a world of quick fixes and fast answers, we confess that we forget 

how to wait.  We have rushed past your voice and ignored your promises.  We 

have filled the silence with noise instead of listening for your coming.  Forgive 

us, Lord.  Renew our hope and teach us to watch again for You, through Jesus 

Christ, our coming Lord. 

Silent, Personal Prayer 

 

 

 

Responsive Assurance of Pardon: 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:  in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and we 

are loved. 

 Thanks be to God, Amen! 

*Song of Joy, Hymn #579:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

World without end, Amen, Amen. 

* The Peace: “The Peace of the Lord be with you.” “And also with you.”  

As a sign of reconciliation please share the Peace of Christ   

with your brothers and sisters.  

 Proclaim God’s Word 

Unison Prayer for Illumination:   

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your word.  Silence in us any voices but 

your own, so that we may hear your word and also do it; through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Children’s Time                                                                                            Susie Faas 

Ministry of Music:  The Reapers All with Their Sharp Sickles             Seth Houston 

                                    Karen Mail, soprano 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 24:36-44 

Sermon:    Expect the Unexpected                          Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response #5:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Joy & Concern Cards will be collected during this hymn 
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 Order of  Worship  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director—Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries—Karen Mail 

Youth Assistant—Ben Schnetzer 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager—Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website: www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

Unison Affirmation of Faith:  from The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,     

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was in-

carnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  Amen. 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Minute for Mission:  HPC Finances 

Presentation of Our Tithes and Gifts to God:   

 Offertory:  Prepare, Make Room                                                       Michael Barrett 

                                Heritage Choir & Alana Plessinger, flute 

 * Hymn # 592:  Doxology  

 * Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn of Sending #59, verses 1-4:  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

*Benediction:                                                                                                    

*Postlude     

 

 

 

                                                                                                       

*Those who are able may stand  
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Concerns: 

• Teresa Stanford—at Bethesda North with a UTI and elevated heart enzymes. 

• Jackie Pinkowski—health concerns 

Continued Prayers For: 

• Church Land Sale – that all remaining obstacles be removed. 

• Prayers for peace in the world. 

• Prayers for all who battle mental illness. 

• People of Jamaica in the aftermath of the hurricane 

• Judy Andrews—early stage uterine cancer, surgery scheduled for 12/16 

• Larry Andrews—health issues 

• AJ Trent – friend of Russ Phillips – AJ’s mother is near death 

• Anne – Diane Sherrard’s college roommate – acute leukemia 

• Nicole Bowen—friend of Mindy Stopfel—healing 

• Cheryl Brummett—Alan Knobbe’s sister—11/15 surgery on fractured hip 

• Jayne Cool – Cathy Ewing’s mother – cancer treatments. 

• Jenniferr Edwards – friend of Bob & Mollie White – colon surgery 11/11 

• Barbara Garett—Sarah Falck’s aunt—hospice care 

• Kyle Homan –chemotherapy for breast cancer; PET Scan on 11/18 

• Pam Martin—friend of Craig & Nancy Hoon—lung cancer spread to her spine. 

• Martin & Margurite—Lori McAlister’s parents—health issues 

• Carole Phillips – in memory care at Optimized Senior Living 

• Michael Richard—Chris Dauer’s brother—radiation for Stage 4 bladder cancer 

• Steve Ritz –health issues 

• Ann Shultz—Sally Le Cras’ aunt—dementia 

Intercessory Prayer:  Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Call the church office, 398-7671, to add requests. 

 

Extra Family Promise Warren County Opportunity 

FPWC needs Dinner, Fellowship, and Overnite hosts for the following dates:     

Friday, 12/26; Saturday, 12/27; Sunday, 12/28, Tuesday, 12/30, Friday, 1/2.  If you 

can help, please contact Sheri Miller or Nelson Kennedy 

Angel Tree Project 
During the month of November the Deacons will be collect-

ing cash donations to the Angel Tree project.  These dona-

tions will go to a local charity to purchase Christmas gifts 

and food items for people in need in our community.  Any 

amount of cash or check will be accepted until December 1.  

No gift cards will be collected this year. 

There are three ways to donate: 

 Click HERE or go to HPC’s giving page online.  Click on “Heritage PC Other 

Giving”.  Fill out the information and add Angel Tree in the notes section. 

 Put a check in the offering plate made out to HPC with Angel Tree on the 

memo line. 

 Take an envelope from the Christmas Tree in the Atrium and add your cash 

or check.  Drop it off in the Angel Tree Tin or the HPC office 

Thank you for showing love to your neighbors in need this holiday season! 

 

Get Your PW Cookbook! 
The PW Cookbooks have arrived and are filled with our HPC 

cooks’ best recipes!  The books are priced at $12 per copy.  

Please see Libby McKean or Joanne Foster to make your pur-

chase.  Proceeds of the sales will go to benefit PW programs.  

 

Poinsettia Sale Through December 7 

Have you purchased your poinsettia?  Red poinsettias are for 

sale at the reasonable price of $10.  The order envelopes are in 

the box on the poster in the Atrium.  December 7th is the last 

day to order!  Don’t wait! Please complete the details on the 

envelope attachment and place it and a check in the offering 

plate or in the office. Let’s make the pulpit area filled with col-

orful plants.  You can take flowers after the Christmas Eve service.  Need 

help?  Call Sue at 513-247-3344. 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXAFmhGoCGz-6gEH3Hg7BTuXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxyt6PU8wLouPbzqBOfBMh8M=&ver=


Nursery Volunteers Needed 
We staff our Nursery with volunteers. If you would like the opportunity to watch our 

sweet children during worship for a few Sundays this season, please sign up on the 

schedule in the Atrium or register online at http://bit.ly/NurseryHPC 

 

Crafting Group:  Tuesdays at 10am 
The Tuesday Craft Group has been busy this year!  So far, 31 knit, crocheted and 

fleece blankets have been made and delivered to Family Promise.  but we have also 

been busy with other projects:  37 hats and scarves and 15 dish/wash cloths have been 

made and delivered.  We also made prayer shawls and baby sweaters and have start-

ed on a new item—”pocket prayer shawls” which we hope to have available soon.  

We manage to work on some projects of our own too. 

If you enjoy or think you might enjoy this type of work, we would love to have you 

join us.  We have a good time chatting and laughing as we work, and can teach you 

how to knit! 

 

Christmas Joy Offering:  Through December 21 
This Offering provides support for Presbyterian church workers and their families in 

their time of need and leadership development and education for communities of col-

or at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  

 

 

 

Advent Devotional Resources 
Advent begins November 30th..  A variety of age-appropriate devotional resources 

are available in the HPC Atrium. Downloadable resources are available by contacting 

susie.faas@hpcmason.org . Our HPC Library has many resources that can be checked 

out during the advent season. 
 

Advent Photo Scavenger Hunt 
Try a new devotional this year. Check out the resource in the Atrium to receive a list 

of 10 clues that tell a part of the Advent story.  Each clue provides a scripture reading, 

a short poem devotion, and a suggestion of an appropriate picture. Read, pray, snap a 

picture, and then post it on the HPC Facebook page www.Facebook.com/HPCMason. 

During Advent, we can appreciate and envision the season through each other’s eyes. 

 

Journey to Bethlehem 
Sunday, December 14     

5:00 – 8:00 pm 
 

Experience a walk through the City of Bethlehem,  
during the time of Christ’s Birth. 

Open House Event—come when you like,  
stay as long as you like. 

A simple meal will be served throughout the evening. 

 

Live Nativity and animals 

 Talk to the Wise Men, Angels, and the Shepherds. 

 Listen to the music of prophecy sung by the  

Little Miami Select Choirs    
 Watch Joseph and Mary’s journey in a puppet show                                                              

 

Intergenerational                      Free Event                      Interactive 
Heritage Presbyterian Church 

6546 South Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, OH 
https://bit.ly/JourneyToBethlehem2025 

 

   hpcmason.org                                               513-398-7671                  
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Week at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, November 30,  First Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am:  Sunday School for All Ages 

10:15 am: In Person Worship & Livestream Worship on YouTube 

Monday, December 1 

7:00 pm:  Session Meeting 

Tuesday, December 2 

8:00 am:  Men’s Bible Study 

10:00 am:  Crafting Group 

Wednesday, December 3 

6:15pm:  Choir Practice 

7:30 pm:  Bell Choir Practice 

Thursday, December 4 

11:00 am:  Adult Bible Study 

8:15 pm:  Men’s Fellowship 

Friday, December 5 

Saturday, December 6 

Sunday, December 7,  2nd Sunday of Advent, Communion Sunday 

9:00 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

10:15 am: In Person Worship & Livestream Worship on YouTube 

The Worship Leader This Week is Diane Sherrard 

The Sanctuary Flowers This Week were given by Russ Phillips:  “Happy Birthday, 

Carole, it’s your 86th!” 

Birthdays this Week:  Janet Burr, Alan Knobbe, Malia Oliver, Landon Manis, Sam 

Le Cras, George Conley, Greyson Dorman, Dan McGoron, Jack Backer, Hailey 

Fann, Michelle Schumm, Anastasia Tinker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journey to Bethlehem: Helpers Needed 
Sunday, December 14, 5-8pm 

It takes many hands and gifts to prepare for Journey to Bethlehem. Over the 

next few weeks, consider how you would like to participate. Sign up sheets are 

available in the Atrium or contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org 

Soup Makers:  We are looking for people to donate a crock pot of soup for the 

Journey to Bethlehem.  We need plenty to feed everyone coming to Bethlehem 

for the census!  Soup may be dropped off in the kitchen at church on Sunday, 

December 14 between 3:30-4 pm. Please contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org  if 

you can provide soup.  

Donations:  Food donations include apples, grapes, dried fruits, nuts, olives, 

spices, artisan breads and rolls. Decorating items include simple/rustic items to 

create the atmosphere of Bethlehem: rugs, baskets, pottery. All decorating items 

will be returned to you.  

Decorators/Set Up Crew:  We will be transforming our building into the city of 

Bethlehem on Saturday, December 13 between 9am and 1pm.  

Crafters:   Help is needed in advance to prepare materials, AND on the evening 

of the journey.  

Actors/Musicians/Artisans/Costumes:  If you have a talent or skill to share in 

Bethlehem, contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org 

Publicity:   Everyone!  Invite friends, neighbors, and family to experience an 

evening of learning and fellowship as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  Send a post card, forward an email, or share a Facebook post so we can 

get the word out about Journey to Bethlehem. You can even go “old school” 

and invite a neighbor face to face. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hpc+mason
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November 30, 2025 

Announcements 
 

    

 

Pastor—Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director – Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries – Karen Mail 

Youth Assistant—Ben Schnetzer 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager – Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

 

9am Sunday School, 10:15am Worship 
 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website:  www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio  45040 

O Come, All Ye Children, O Come One and All! 
All children age 4 through 12th grade are invited to par-

ticipate in the Christmas Eve Family Service on Decem-

ber 24th at 7pm.   Children are needed as singers, speak-

ers, readers, angels, sheep and shepherds.  Some roles 

require more rehearsal than others, but there is a part for 

everyone! Rehearsals schedule: 

• Sunday December 7  11:30 am -1:30 pm  

• Sunday, December 21  11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

• Wednesday, December 24th at 5:00 pm 

This is a great opportunity for children to help lead in worship, as well as learn-

ing more about the birth of Christ.  Contact  susie.faas@hpcmason.org if your 

child is interested participating. 

 

Community Cupboard  
We are well stocked, but still need hygiene items such as tooth-

paste, toothbrushes, bar soap, shampoo and  deodorant.    

Remember to keep your grocery bags and carry out utensil       

packets for us! 

 

Sandwich Mission Update:  Sunday, November 23 
 Sandwiches Delivered:  38,003 

 Sandwich Tower Height:  290 Stories 

 Weeks Delivered:  285 

 HPC Sandwich Missionaries:  35 

You Sandwich Missionaries are amazing! 

“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.”  Matthew 25:35. 

“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,              

you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40. 
 

2025 Pledges & Gifts  
Use this link to give online:   http://bit.ly/2WjfB2m  

mailto:office@hpcmason.org
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HPC Finance Committee Updates: 
• HPC Land Sale Update  - Negotiations are under way and continuing for a 

completed agreement on the Land Sale of 8.5 acres. The “tentative” Closing 

Date” is December 18, 2025. 

 

• HPC has received “Approval” of our application for a Grant of $5,000 to be 

received for support of our Mission Project – “Food with Friends” for 2026 

from the Presbytery USA Synod. Pastor Sarah and Al Steverson worked on 

this application.  

 

• A proposal for a revision of the 2025 HPC Budget was approved in the last 

Session Meeting.  Session had previously made changes to include the 

$44,850.00 from the landscape of the “turn lane” on Mason Montgomery 

Road towards the possible 2025 Budget Deficit, with the balance going to-

wards Long Term Maintenance . Our original 2025 Budget included $10,000 

from our “Overflow Account” towards the Budget Deficit. This current pro-

posal was made to return the $10,000 from the original Budget to the Over-

flow Account in our General Funds to provide a “Cash Flow” buffer for next 

year, 2026.   

 

Endowment Updates: 

• Endowment approved the proposal to replace Sanctuary Microphones, Cam-

era, and other Audio-Visual supplies for purchase and upgrades. 

• Endowment Committee approved the proposal to update the technology in 

some of our classrooms and meeting spaces with the purchase of “Smart TVs 

and related equipment for Room 10, Room 14/15, Room 20/21, our Library 

and the New Conference Room in our Administration Office. 
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