
Service of Divine Worship 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 

Assemble in God’s Name 

Life Together 

Welcome & Proclamation of the Good News 

Prelude                                                                                                            

*Responsive Call to Worship 

Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters: 

 here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name. 

Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us: 

 here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always! 

Here are gathered those daring enough to step out of comfort into the unknown:  here, 

in this space, we will find the courage to cry out, ‘God, save us!’ in every situation. 

 Come, let us worship our saving God together. 1 

*Opening Hymn #262:  God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 

Call to Confession  

Unison Prayer of Confession:   

Merciful God, your world cries out.  The fruits of our disobedience are harm-

ing your creation.  You tasked us to be good stewards of your creation and we 

have fallen short.  You challenged us to love God and love our neighbor, and 

we have failed to show that love.  Bring us together, O Lord.  Empower us 

with a spirit of love for you and love for all our neighbors.  Help us live lives 

of service to you so that all your children know your peace. 

Silent, Personal Prayer 

 

 

 

Responsive Assurance of Pardon:   

Paul writes:  “I ask then, has God rejected his people?  By no means!  For the gifts and 

the calling of God are irrevocable.”  God has shown us mercy and God will be merciful 

to all.  Hear and believe this good news:  in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God, Amen! 2 

*Song of Joy, Hymn #579:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

World without end, Amen, Amen. 

* The Peace: “The Peace of the Lord be with you.” “And also with you.”  

As a sign of reconciliation please share the Peace of Christ   

with your brothers and sisters.  

 Proclaim God’s Word 

Unison Prayer for Illumination:   

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us.  Open us to your life-giving Word.  

Quiet the voices within us that do not align with your will. Focus our minds on 

the message you intend for us so we may faithfully discern your way.  Amen. 

Children’s Time                                                                                            Susie Faas 

Ministry of Music:   There is Sunshine in My Soul Today                        Diane Bish 

                                     Karen Mail, soprano 

Scripture Passage:  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Sermon:  The Ultimate Betrayal                             Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin 
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 Order of  Worship  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director—Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries—Karen Mail 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager—Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website: www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response #399:  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

Joy & Concern Cards will be collected during this hymn 

*Unison Affirmation of Faith:   

from The Confession of 1967, inclusive language edition 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind.  Hu-

man thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  

But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of 

a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful 

men and women. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world 

discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to 

serve the purpose of God’s love. 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Minute for Mission:  Family Promise Warren County 

Presentation of Our Tithes and Gifts to God 

 Offertory 

 * Hymn # 592:  Doxology  

 * Prayer of Dedication  

*Hymn of Sending:  He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought (see insert/slides) 

*Benediction                                                      

*Postlude                                                                                            

 

* Those who are able may stand  

 

1   Written by Thom Shuman from Lectionary Liturgies: August 7, 2011 (Proper 14A).  
2 © Presbyterian Outlook, 2026. Liturgy written by Thomas J. Carrico, Jr. and provided for free distribution. 
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Prayer List 
Joys: 

• Robin Baker – Chris Dauer’s sister – home after rehabbing from a stroke 

Concerns: 

• Bob White – recovery from and success of 3rd vocal cord surgery on 8/12/26. 

• Mike Richard & wife Linda – Chris Dauer’s brother and sister-in-law – moving to 

continual care at Otterbein, Franklin, IN 

• Mike Landremann – friend of Malini Hayes – diagnosed with colon cancer. 

• Prayers for returning school students and staff. 
• Matthew—safety & guidance for he and his unit’s fall deployment 
Continued Prayers for: 

• Prayers for peace in the world. 

• Prayers for all who battle mental illness. 

• Prayer for the military serving around the world 

• Gary Brose—Stage 2 kidney cancer 

• Jayne Cool—starting new treatments for cancer 

• Dave—Al Steverson’s cousin—hospitalized with late stage COPD, not eating 

• Betsy Giver—Bob & Mollie White’s daughter—kidney stones 

• Kyle Homan—continued prayer for breast cancer treatments. 

• Steve Hubbard—Judith Olsen’s son in law—Improved with therapy for cancer—

please continue to pray 

• Carol Kruse—friend of Sheri Focke—healing after surgery on ruptured spleen 

• Jo Marggrander—memory Care at the Lodge  

• Pam Martin & husband Dave—friends of the Hoons’ - Pam in hospice care  

• Megan—Cousin of Greg Sturk—trouble with her legs. 

• Steve Ritz –health issues 

• Molly Robinson –diagnosed with Lymphoma  

• Henry Schumm—travel mercies for 3 week backpacking trip to Vietnam 

• Beth Sedgwick—terrible arm and shoulder pain 

• Bob Smith – friend of Beth & Dick Sedgwick – recovery from 8/3 hip replacement 

• Ed Spurling—Mary Spurling’s brother-in-law—hospice care likely 

• Randy Stanford & Teresa Stanford—at Majestic Care. 

• Greg Sturk—cardiac testing  

• Carolyn Tucker—friend of Sarah Baker—infection has returned/hard decisions 

Intercessory Prayer:  West Chester Presbyterian Church 

Call the church office, 398-7671, to add requests. 

Share a Verse 
Please share the gift of scripture! We are compiling a list of fa-

vorite verses from the entire congregation to share with our 

children. Let us know the notation of a Bible verse that is 

meaningful to you or your family. When the 3rd graders       re-

ceive their Bibles on September 13th, we will include a book-

mark listing HPC favorites. What a great way for our children 

to begin their study of scripture – with verses that are mean-

ingful to our HPC friends!  

Write the notation (Book/Chapter/Verse)  on the sheet provided in the atrium, 

or send it to susie.faas@hpcmason.org 

 

FPWC Hosting Week Starts 9-13-2026! 

Our Third Hosting Week for Family Promise Warren County, in 2026 begins 

Sunday, 09-13-2026!  

Sheri Miller and Nelson Kennedy are asking those of you have been trained at a 

3-hour Saturday FPWC training session, to volunteer for one of the 49 volunteer 

positions that are needed in that week.  Our Mason Partner Churches will prob-

ably fill about 22 volunteer Host positions, leaving about 27 other Host positions 

for HPC to fill. You can sign up on the list of needed Volunteer Host Positions in 

the Atrium.  or tell, call, text, or email Sheri Miller 513-398-3212, 513-846-

6601, nanny_sheri@yahoo.com  or Nelson Kennedy 513-470-1279, nekski-

er@aol.com.  

Our Mason Partner Churches will make food for 6 days that week.   HPC Hope 

and Grace Circles will provide food for the dinner on Sunday, 09-13-2026, and 

for breakfast and lunch on Monday, 09-14-2026.  

It would really help if HPC had more trained volunteer Hosts for our future 

Hosting Weeks.  If you would like to volunteer for this wonderful Host experi-

ence, please contact Sheri or Nelson. 

You Family Promise Missionaries are Fantastic! Is there a better way to respond 

to the Grace of God than by providing food and shelter to the homeless in your 

own community?  “…whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40. 
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Tennis Tournament Golf Cart Driving Youth Fundraiser 8/8-23 
Volunteer registration for Golf Cart Driving continues!  This event 

is a fundraiser that supports Mission Trips and Activities for our 

Youth.   Drivers must be 18 years of age or older and possess a    

valid Driver’s License.   

Please contact Al Steverson to sign up: 19asteve78@gmail.com 

 

Adult Mission Trip 2026 

This Mission Trip is scheduled for September 20-25th with Transyl-

vania Presbytery.  If you are interested in going email or call Al     

Steverson.  We will have more details and another meeting later to 

plan needs, including meal planning. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th Annual Schubert Chorale Summer Concert Today at 4pm 

The 60-voice Schubert Chorale of Northern Cincinnati, conducted by Randall 

Wolfe and accompanied by pianist Dasom Kwon, presents its 17th Annual      

Summer Concert, "USA Semiquincentennial," celebrating the 250th anniversary of 

the United States, Sunday, August 16, 4pm at HPC. 

The concert will feature American music favorites, including “I Hear America Sing-

ing,” Mac Huff’s arrangement of eleven classic television themes, “The Impossible 

Dream,” “When You Wish Upon a Star,” “Shenandoah,” “Down in the Valley,” “Give 

Me Your Tired, Your Poor,” “God Bless America,” “Fifty Nifty United States,” 

“America, the Beautiful,” and “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  

Tickets $10 at the door, length 75 minutes, appropriate for ages 6 and up.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Youth Groups for All God’s Children 
We are getting back into the rhythm of life together,  and we are excited to greet 

you! 

All of our children and teen youth groups ages K – 12 will meet on Sunday eve-

nings. As you schedule other activities, be sure to make Faith Formation and 

Fellowship a priority in your family’s week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kickoff Potluck Supper 
Kids, Youth, Parents, and Families are invited to Kickoff Sunday,  

September 20 from 5:00-7:00 pm to hear what we have in store for the year—

fellowship, learning, serving, and fun. We will have a Taco Bar prepared for 

you, but ask each family to bring a side dish to share.  Sign up with this link, 

https://bit.ly/HPCYouthKickoffSept20  or in the Atrium. 

We can’t wait to reconnect with our families, share enthusiasm and fellowship 

as we gather together with old friends and to meet new ones! This is a great op-

portunity to invite friends.  All are welcome.  Prepare to play a few goofy games 

and reconnect with one another.  

Questions?  Contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org or sparksf@hpcmason.org 
 

All Youth Group Programs Begin September 27    

Kids of the Kingdom  Grades K - 3 

‘Tweens Grades 4 - 6 

Legacies Junior and Senior High Youth Group  Grades 7 - 12 
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Week at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, August 16, 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Tennis Tournament Golf Cart Driving Fundraiser Through August 23 

10:15 am:  Worship Service 

11:30 am:  B & P Meeting 

4:00 pm:  Schubert Chorale Concert 

Monday, August 17 

6:30 pm:  CESE Meeting 

7:00 pm:  Finance Committee Meeting; Mission Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, August 18 

8:00 am:  Men’s Bible Study 

10:00 am:  Crafting Group 

7:30 pm:  Mary Haven 

Wednesday, August 19 

1:00 pm:  Senior Game Day 

Thursday, August 20 

11:00 am:  Adult Bible Study 

8:15 pm:  Men’s Fellowship 

Friday, August 21 

Saturday, August 22 

Sunday, August 23, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

10:15 am:  Worship Service 

Sanctuary Flowers This Week are given by Jenny Wang:  “Happy Summer!” 

The Worship Leader This Week is Cynthia Glinski 

Birthdays this Week:  Bill O’Neal, Evan King 

August Senior Game Day 
Our August Senior Game Day will be August 19th from 1-3.       

We will be back in  in room 10.   Hope to see you there!   

Please contact Cindy Parrott 513-289-9132 with questions 

 

Sunday School Begins 
Sunday School is everyone!  Classes will begin Sunday,     

September 20 from 9–10am. Light breakfast is provided, then 

we divide into age appropriate classes for everyone age     

Preschool – Adult.  

Is God Calling You to Teach This Year?  

Sometimes it is hard to distinguish God’s voice – so over the next few weeks, 

we may be calling you to help you decide if God is calling YOU to teach or help 

lead in our Christian Education programs.   We are looking for Sunday School 

teachers for children’s and adult classes for the coming school year. We are also 

looking for helpers in Kids of the Kingdom, Tweens, and Legacies programs on 

Sunday nights. If you would like to know more about becoming a teacher or a 

helper, please contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org.   

 

 

 

 

Fall Ministry Breakfast:  September 13th,  9 –10am  
After a great summer we are excited to return to church community in a 

“refreshed” building and we want everyone to be connected. Come and join us 

for the Fall Ministry Breakfast.  We will enjoy a Potluck Breakfast, fellowship, 

and explore the ministry opportunities at HPC. 

• Enjoy breakfast and fellowship together.  Bring a breakfast casserole, fruit, 

or baked good to share. Beverages will be provided . 

• Learn about the ministry, education, and fellowship opportunities at HPC,  

• Come to be reconnected and refreshed! Sign up in the atrium or use the link 

https://bit.ly/FallMinistryBreakfastSept132026 to let us know you are com-

ing, and what pot-luck item you plan. 
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Heritage Presbyterian Church 
 

 

 
 
 

August 16, 2026 

Announcements 
 

    

 

Pastor—Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin 

Parish Associate—Rev. Jacquelyn Pinkowski 

Children’s Ministry Director – Susie Faas 

Director of Music Ministries – Karen Mail 

Preschool Director—Beth Galberg 

Accompanists—Tim & Ann LeVan 

Business Manager – Susan Brose 

Custodian—Rich Johnson 

Office Administrator—Stephanie Martin 

 

9am Sunday School, 10:15am Worship 
 

 

Email:  office@hpcmason.org; Website:  www.hpcmason.org  

Church Office:  513-398-7671   Fax: 513-573-9722   Preschool:  513-398-7981 

6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio  45040 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Cupboard  
Our biggest need is for health/self care items such as deodorant, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, shampoo, etc.  Even the small sample sizes are in demand.  SNAP 

doesn’t cover these items.  We take plastic bags and utensil packets too!! 

We Need:  Pancake Mix (complete), Cereal, Syrup, Crackers, Baked Beans, Fruit 

Juice, Gravy (canned or dry mix), Canned Meats such as Vienna Sausage, 

Spam,  Chicken, Tuna, Stew or Beef Soups 

 

Sandwiches Delivered 8/9/26 
 Sandwiches Delivered:  42,255 

 Sandwich Tower Height:  323 Stories 

 Weeks Delivered:  320 

 HPC Sandwich Missionaries:  27 + 15 Deacons! 

You Sandwich Missionaries are amazing! 

Upcoming Family Promise Host Weeks for HPC start on the following         

Sundays:  9/13/26 & 12/13/26 

“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.”  Matthew 25:35. 

“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,              

you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40. 
 

 

 

 

2026 Pledges & Gifts  
Use this link to give online:   http://bit.ly/2WjfB2m  
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