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H E R I T A G E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H   

January 2021 
 

May Advent’s hope of the fulfillment of God’s promises shine its bright  

Christmas light on you and yours, so that Christmas Day and the New Year 

may be filled with the joy of His Presence. 

Merry Christmas from the Staff of Heritage Presbyterian Church 
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In a time when we cannot be connected physically,  

be sure you are connected to Heritage Presbyterian Church  virtually! 
 

HPC Website:   www.hpcmason.org  

Weekly Worship at 10:15am Sundays 

 Live-streamed on Facebook:   www.facebook.com/HPCMason  

 Live-streamed on YouTube:  h8ps://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hpc+mason  

Children & Youth private Social Media Group pages:                                                                             --- 

 Children’s Ministries:  www.facebook.com/groups/heritagechildrensministries 

 Heritage ‘Tweens:   www.facebook.com/groups/heritagetweens 

 Heritage Youth Groups:  

 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/groups/hpcmasonyouth 

 Instagram:   www.Instagram.com/youth_group_hpc 

 Twi8er:  www.twi8er.com/Youth_Group_HPC 

 Zoom Virtual Meeting Contacts:   

 Susie Faas susie.faas@hpcmason.org, or   

 Pa8y SchneBer pschneBer5@gmail.com 

Adult Christian Education 

 Lectionary Learnings Zoom Meeting:  Sunday Mornings at 9am                                                      

This class examines the Lectionary reading for the day.                                                                     

Contact kevin.stainton@hpcmason.org for an access code.  

 Adult Bible Study Zoom Meeting:  Thursdays at 11am                                                                   

Studying 1st Corinthians                                                                                                                          

Contact Susie.faas@hpcmason.org for an access code. 

 Men’s Bible Study Zoom Meeting:  Wednesdays at 7:30am                                                              

Contact kevin.stainton@hpcmason.org for an access code. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Bill Garrity 

3 Jack Hayes 

4 Dick Jensen 

4 Steve Taylor 

5 Bill Spaeth 

5 Jesse Gorsek 

5 Mason Fisher 

5 Norma Murrell 

6 Gretchen Dorman 

7 Jackie Pinkowski 

8 Hana Sobieski 

10 Patrick Reenan 

11 Jo Marggrander 

11 Miyu Sobieski 

13 Janice Weller 

14 Will Pfennig 

15 Cindy Moore 

15 Emma Speeg 

15 Stacey Shafor 

16 Eugene Foster 

17 Don Wolfe 

17 Lisa Niehaus 

17 Sandy White 

18 Dorothy Hall 

18 Layne Walter 

18 Maxine LeForge 

19 Benjamin Zumkehr 

19 Bill Clark 

19 Emily Faas Boucher 

19 Pa;y Faas 

20 JoAnne McCaulou 

21 Stacey Kinser 

21 Zeb Mills 

22 Jim Stine 

24 Kelsey Harris 

24 Lauren Harris 

25 Ethel Farris 

25 Samuel Harris 

26 Griffin Zink 

26 Katie Steverson 

26 Pat O’Neal 

27 Nancy Hoon 

29 DawnMarie Hayes 

31 Benjamin Kennedy 

January Birthdays   

Continued Prayer List 

Do;ie Birt,   

Gert Ramp,  

Steve Ri@ 

Elaine Wanninger,  

Be;y Weaver,  

Lydia Zachman 

New Address for Mike & Cindy Moore,  

Effective 12/20/20 

 

805 Baird Street 

Cleburne, TX 76033 



Are you ready for the “SOUPER” BOWL?  Heritage Tweens are! 

Sunday, February 7th is the NFL Football Super Bowl - - and Heritage will have our own                    

S-O-U-P-E-R Bowl of Caring.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, faith-based crusade against 

hunger.  We are joining other churches, schools, and organizations across the country by collecting 

cans of soup and funds, that are donated to local food pantries.  Last year, this movement nationally 

raised over $10 million to fight hunger and poverty across the country.   

At Heritage in 2020, we collected 1470 cans of soup and $1,900 in monetary donations for the Mason 

Food Pantry and Faith Community Services. Over the past 10 years, HPC has participated in Souper 

Bowl of Caring, and has been able to generously stock the shelves of our local food pantry for several 

months. 

Each year, our ‘Tweens coordinate this mission to help feed the hungry.  Our plan may look a li8le 

different this year, but the Jesus’ call to feed the hungry does not change. Ma8hew 25 reminds us 

with these words, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food…?”  Jesus an-

swers, ”Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of theses who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.”   

COVID will not stop us from serving God, or feeding the hungry.  High protein and chunky style 

cans of soup or monetary donations may be delivered to church Atrium throughout the month of 

January. Please make your donations no later than February 7th.     
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HPC Preschool 

This time of year is so much fun, but it goes by so quickly! Before our break, the children were en-

gaged in many fun activities. They read about, created and even ate gingerbread men. They were 

able to visit Santa’s Workshop and “purchase” gifts for their families. They repaired toys in their 

workshops and baked in their bakeries. The children were very busy making Christmas decorations 

in art centers. We hope our families enjoyed the gifts our students “secretly” created. Now that Jan-

uary is here, the classrooms will be transformed into winter wonderlands while classes talk about 

the changes that winter brings and hope for some snow! 

We are also preparing for our annual preschool enrollment. Enrollment for the 2021-22 school year 

will open for church members and alumni on Monday, January 11, 2021.  We have made a few 

changes in our class offerings. Please visit our web site for up-to-date information 

www.heritagepreschoolmason.com Families interested in previewing the preschool are encouraged 

to contact Christal Banks at 513-445-2670 or directorHPP@gmail.com to schedule a personal tour. 
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Finding a New Class of Officers 

by Roger Rude, 2020 Nominating Commi8ee Chair 

Most years, the Nominating Commi8ee is mostly invisible. Ex-

cept for those HPC  members they ask to serve as Elder or Dea-

con, most of us don’t know they exist. And some of those asked 

wish they hadn’t been – they don’t like to say no to a position 

they secretly know they could and should hold at least once in 

their church life.   

COVID-19 made this year’s nominating process even more difficult. Social distancing and remote on-

line worship services made it impossible to talk with members at church, sound out their interests 

and build trust before popping the question. Instead, Nominating contacts were more like cold calls – 

which nobody likes. And, this year we needed one more Elder and one more Deacon than usual to fill 

out the final two-year terms of Mike and Cindy Moore, who are relocating to Texas to be near their 

son’s family.  

It took three full months of try, try and try again work by commi8ee members, but we were able to 

fill the last seat for the Class of 2023 just in time, only days before Part I of the Annual Meeting where 

the main order of business is election of new officers.   

We were very fortunate that four of the outgoing Elders – more than ever before- are not going out, 

but have elected to serve another three-year term. COVID-19 left them with a general sense of incom-

pleteness, that they had been robbed of the satisfactions they should be feeling. Signing on to put 

Covid behind them are Kelly Simmons, Al Steverson, Karen Stine (for her fifth term as an HPC elder) 

and Todd Kinser (for two-years, completing Mike Moore’s term). They are joined by Cara Dempster 

for her first term, and Pat Anson and Danielle TymiB  who served on Session at previous Presbyteri-

an churches. Lyla Glinski serves the one-year term as Youth Elder, following in the footsteps of her 

mother Cynthia, an outgoing Elder.   

The Deacon board has one re-up, Whitney Huang, for another three-year term. Our new Deacons 

bring a good mix between youthful energy, warm and caring natures, and mature experience. Mor-

gan Perkins and Sabrina SchneBer are recent college grads continuing the service they began with 

the HPC youth group. Joan Schmidt and Sandy White represent our church seniors, while Sco8 Tullis 

and Cathy Ewing (two-year term) come from the middle group of members. Luke Jacob is our Youth 

Deacon for a one-year term working with his dad Craig on the Deacon board.  

Finally, we should recognize the members of the Nominating Commi8ee. The commi8ee had four 

members at large from the congregation (Tom Ball, Michelle Schumm, Ted Niehaus, Keith Moye), 

two designated representatives from Session (Roger Rude and Chris Fann) and one from the Deacon 

board (Sheri Focke). We had an in-person start work meeting at the church Sept. 8 (masked and so-

cially distanced) to come up with a list of prospects and divvy up the contact responsibilities. We 

were extremely fortunate that Tom and Ted brought carry-over experience from the 2019 Nominating 

Commi8ee. Tom issued spread sheets throughout the search process on people contacted that al-

lowed tracking of status on declines, acceptances or “still deciding.”  Altogether we contacted about 

60 members to recruit 16 people.           
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Troop 750 Report 

In December both troops held meetings outside at the church as an extra coronavirus precaution 

while keeping Scouting alive. Both troops also participated in a 10 mile day hike up at John Bryan 

State Park near Yellow Springs to earn the Winter Bushwhack patch.  

 

 

 

 

 

In January both troops will be participating in the annual Klondike campout and race at Camp 

Friedlander. Klondike is modeled after the Alaskan Iditarod, with the youth instead of dogs pulling 

the sleds around the course to the various “cities”. In this case each “city” is a station run by the 

different scout troops in Warren county where scouts are tested on basic scout skills and their abil-

ity to work together as a team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the new year the boy’s troop will transition scoutmasters from John Gormly to Travis Vieux. 

We are grateful for Mr. Gormly’s seven years of service to the youth of Troop 0750 as scoutmaster 

and look forward to a bright future under Mr. Vieux. 

Thank you to Heritage for your continued support of the Scouting program. 
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“Christmas Star” to Appear December 21, 2020 

You may be reading or hearing about the “Christmas 

Star” making an appearance just before Christmas this 

year, on December 21st. The event, astronomically speak-

ing, is the conjunction of two mega-planets Jupiter and 

Saturn. To the naked eye, the two will appear virtually as 

one, a very noticeable bright beam cu8ing through the 

night sky. In reality, the two planets are some 400,000,000 

miles apart, but their alignment in our sky makes them 

look only 0.1 degree apart. Even now, the two distant 

planets appear to be approaching each other closer and 

closer each night. 

The last time this particular conjunction took place, and was so remarkable to people on earth, was in 

the year 1226!  

Star of Bethlehem?  No one this side of heaven knows exactly what the wise men from the east saw in 

the sky as they trekked miles and miles, eventually arriving in Bethlehem where they gave expensive 

gifts to Joseph and Mary to honor their new son, Jesus. Some scientists have speculated it was a simi-

lar extraordinary conjunction of planets. Some Christians believe God was perfectly capable of creat-

ing a special, one-time only, bright superstar for the occasion, since He also made the heavens and the 

earth.  

In the Bible, the Book of Ma8hew, Chapter 2, gives pre8y much all we know about the star’s role in 

the blessed event surrounding the birth of the Messiah, Jesus. “Where is the newborn king of the 

Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” (NLT) And there’s more, just 

dust off the Bible or open a phone app like YouVersion.  

Exactly what the Star of Bethlehem was remains a mystery to this day. 

Igniting Hope!  But the impact of the star heralding the arrival of the Lord on planet earth echoes 

powerfully through history to this very year. The news media is talking about the “Christmas Star.” 

Granted, they’re not sharing the story of Jesus, but this event certainly opens the door for Christians 

to share the real story, and what a relationship with Jesus is all about. This year, especially, we all 

need hope. People of every nation, tongue, and tribe have been unwillingly encased in a deadly pan-

demic, the likes of which we have not experienced in our lifetime.  

Looking at prophetic words in Isaiah 9, which might also serve as hope for our current dilemma: 

• ʺNevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever.ʺ 

• ʺThe people who walk in darkness will see a great light.ʺ 

• ʺFor a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he 

will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ʺ 

It would be accurate to say, Jesus is very much the “star” of the story. 

Source:  h8ps://www.klove.com/news/faith/-star-of-wonder-the-christmas-star-back-again-in-2020--18307 
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Kids of the Kingdom and ‘Tweens… Zoom On In! 

Our weekly children’s fellowship groups will resume: 

Sunday, January 10th 

The COVID virus may hold us back from being in the same room together, but nothing can stop us 

from gathering in God’s love, to enjoy each other’s company, and to learn about Jesus.  Come and 

join us for some online games, a lesson about faith, and a chance to talk to your friends.   

This semester, we have some fun activities planned like an online escape room, doing craft projects 

together, and maybe even an online cooking event (with parent supervision, of course).    

God gives us creativity to discover new ways to love God, and serve our neighbor.  Come and be a 

part of Kids of the Kingdom or ‘Tweens. Invite a friend!   Contact Susie.faas@hpcmason.org for a 

meeting link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids of the Kingdom:  

 Children Kindergarten–3rd Grade  Sundays 2:00 – 3:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweens:   

Children 4th – 6th Grade   Sundays  3:00 – 4:00 pm 
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                                                                                                    Children’s Ministries ContinuedChildren’s Ministries ContinuedChildren’s Ministries ContinuedChildren’s Ministries Continued    
Bedtime Stories with Mrs. Faas 

Every Tuesday evening, enjoy a bedtime story!  Put on your jammies and your slippers and snuggle in bed, click into 

the Children’s Ministry or ‘Tweens FaceBook pages to enjoy a story from our children’s library.  A new story is posted 

each Tuesday on www.facebook.com/groups/heritagechildrensministries 

and  www.facebook.com/groups/heritagetweens.   
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Thank You, HPC!! 
 

The Mission Commi8ee thanks the members of Heritage Presbyterian Church for all of your efforts 

this year in responding to God’s grace. In the face of a rarely precedented pandemic, you:  

 

 made thousands of sandwiches for Our Daily Bread, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 donated hundreds of packages of food for Faith Emergency Services and other community or-

ganizations, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 given thousands of extra dollars to Interfaith Hospitality Network’s $33 fund for housing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In addition, you continued to support the Carmel backpack ministry and the Deacons’ Angel 

Tree as well as supported a dozen other great organizations through your pledges so that 

Christ’s example could be followed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the grace of God continue to shine on you all into 2021! 



Heritage Presbyterian Church                            Address Service Requested 
6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio  45040 

h8p://www.hpcmason.org 

Office: 398-7671      Fax: 573-9722       

email: office@hpcmason.org 

Rev. Kevin Stainton,  Pastor 

Worship Time:  10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School (for all ages):  9:00 a.m.  

Nursery Provided 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t want to  
hassle with your 

checkbook or mailing 
in your church  
contribution ?  

Scan this QR Code 
with your phone’s 
camera to make a 
donation to HPC!  

Facebook & YouTube Online Worship  

at 10:15 Sunday Mornings 


