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Enemies of Gratitude: A Stewardship Sermon Series
Dear HPC Family,

Beginning Sunday, September 27, we will launch this year’s stewardship sermon series, “Enemies of
Gratitude.” The series is based on weekly readings from the Revised Common Lectionary, the cycle of
Scripture readings used by many mainline denominations throughout the liturgical Christian year. You
can explore the weekly readings at http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu.

I am also using the book entitled “A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series” as a companion resource
for this series.

As we enter the stewardship season and move to-

ward the holidays, when our attention often turns STEWARDSHIP SERMON SERIES
toward what we have and what we are thankful for ENEMIE S OF
— we will consider how the spiritual discipline of

gratitude can deepen our relationship with God. GRATITuDE

Gratitude helps us respond faithfully to the grace
God has already given us. Yet gratitude can be chal- September 27-

lenged by forces that distract us, discourage us, or
turn our hearts away from our calling to be good k OCtObeAr 25, 2026
stewards of the gifts God has given us. e

In addition to the sermon series, we’ll hear some testimonials of gratitude from folks in the congregation
about the specific ways in which God has moved in their lives through their connection with our faith
community.

Bottom line? There are so many things for us to be thankful for, and practicing the discipline of gratitude
is integral to our faith journey and spiritual growth.

I hope you will join us throughout this stewardship season as we explore the enemies that challenge grat-
itude and discover how God is continually inviting us toward lives of thankfulness, trust, and generosity.

In Christ,
Pastor Sarah

Enemies of Gratitude, Week 1: Nostalgia

September 27 - Exodus 17:1-7

Is it possible to become so entwined in nostalgia that we fail to give thanks for what God is doing in the
present—or to trust how God is leading us into the future? We will begin the series by considering how
longing for the past can prevent us from recognizing God’s presence and provision today.

Continued on Page 4
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October at HPC

October 3: Peanut Butter & Jam Concert at HPC, 10:30am
See details on page 9.

October 4: World Communion Sunday
Special Offering Ends!

LUNCH
BUNCH

October 5: Lunch Bunch, 11:30am
Monday, October 5th is Lunch Bunch at 11:30 at the Perkins on Kings Mills Road.

Senior Game 0@!

October 21: Senior Game Day, 1-3pm
Senior Game Day is Wednesday, October 21st from 1-3 in room 10. Everyone is welcome.

@

Progresswe
Dinner

October 25: Progressive Dinner/Food Collection Event, 3-8pm
See the Legacies News sheet for details

AT

October 31, 12-4pm: Food with Friends

Signup links will be emailed before the end of the month.
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Continued from the Front Page

Enemies of Gratitude, Week 2: Worry

October 4 - Philippians 4:1-9

Worry can be paralyzing. When worry fills our hearts, it can become difficult to pray with gratitude
or to recognize God’s faithfulness. Yet while worry may be an enemy of gratitude, gratitude can al-
so become an antidote to worry.

Enemies of Gratitude, Week 3: Entitlement

October 11 - Matthew 22:1-14

We often fall into the trap of comparing what we have with what others have, and this can lead us
to a false sense of entitlement. Entitlement can lead us to believe that we are more deserving than

someone else. This week, we will consider how comparison distorts our vision and keeps us from
receiving God’s gifts with thankful hearts.

Enemies of Gratitude, Week 4: Greed

October 18 - Matthew 22:15-22

One of the most persistent enemies of gratitude is greed —the voice that cries, “Mine!” Greed causes
us to forget that everything we have and everything we are is first a good gift from God. Together,
we will reflect on what it means to live with open and generous hearts.

Enemies of Gratitude, Week 5: Disappointment

October 25 - Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Disappointment can deflate us, robbing us of hope, energy, and even the desire to keep moving for-
ward. Of all the enemies of gratitude, disappointment may be one of the most difficult to overcome.
In the final week of the series, we will consider how God meets us in our disappointments and
helps us continue faithfully.

HPC News

Sanctuary Flowers Price Increase
.., The price of the weekly Sanctuary Flowers will increase to $50 per bouquet

i in October, 2026. Please be aware when you sign up to dedicate
Sanctuary Flowers! We hope that this HPC tradition will continue despite

. the rise in cost.
Halloween Candy

What can you do with left over Halloween candy? Our HPC Kids of the Kingdom and Tweens are
collecting wrapped candy. They will sort, repack, and donate to 3~ Way Peace Fellowship. We will
collect candy through November 8. Collection bins will be in the Atrium after Halloween.
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More HPC News

gchooly

Sunday School Is for Everyone

Let’s all dive into scripture and learn about the people and events from the Bible. The formational
lessons that guide our faith are important to all ages, children, youth, and adults. If your family
hasn’t been a part of a Sunday School class in a while, come and try it out! Sunday School is a great

way to be refreshed and renewed to start your week.

Each Sunday morning at 9:00 am, Sunday school for all ages begins with a light breakfast, before we
divide into age-appropriate groups for a Sunday school lesson.
0 Ages 3 -5 Are introduced to foundational Bible stories and the lessons of Jesus using We Believe
PC(USA) curriculum.
Grades 1 - 6 Dig deeper into scripture, using PC(USA) Follow Me Curriculum.
Grades 7 — 12 Begin to link scripture with life application lessons using Follow Me Curriculum.
Adults — Will meet with Jono Sparks-Franklin to discuss the book Jesus and Justice by John Domi-
nic Crossan and Michael Okinczyc-Cruz.

Bible Studies
Coneles

Week Day Bible Studies
0 Men’s Bible Study, Tuesdays at 9am —Contact: Doug Parrott parrd5880@aol.com
0 Adult Bible Study, Thursdays at 11am —Contact: Susie Faas susie.faas@hpcmason.org

Monthly Presbyterian Women’s Circles

¢ Hope Circle, 2rd Wednesday of the month, September —May, at 9:30am —Contact: Marcia Was-
son marciawasson@gmail.com

0 Grace Circle, 2 Thursday of the month at 7pm —Contact: Libby McKean mckeanlib-
by808@gmail.com
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HPC News
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Planning Ahead for Journey to Bethlehem
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!

As we enjoy the first few days of autumn, we know that the Advent and Christmas seasons will
quickly be upon us. We are starting to plan our Advent events and would love to include you as part
of the team!

Journey to Bethlehem is a large community event held on Sunday, December 6t from 5 — 8 pm. Each
year we welcome several hundred guests to be transported to Bethlehem in the time of Jesus’ birth.
The Journey is intergenerational and interactive. We need many volunteers and all skill abilities:
food, drama, music, decorating, carpentry, dance, costumes, and publicity. If you would like to vol-
unteer, we have a spot for you. Volunteers are needed for the evening of the event, as well as for ad-
vance planning, and supply preparation. If you can help, or need more information, contact
susie.faas@hpcmason.org.



mailto:susie.faas@hpcmason.org

HPC News
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CommUNITY Holiday Help Volunteer Opportunity at HPC

One of Mason’s generous service opportunities is coordinated by the CommUNITY Holiday Help
program that helps support Mason families in need during the holiday season. This is an effort that
brings together multiple Mason agencies including the Comet Cupboard, City of Mason, Mason
Schools and Foundation, Kiwanis and Rotary clubs. The Holiday Help event on December 10-12,
provides an opportunity for families to select age-appropriate gifts for the children in their care.

Over the past few years, HPC has given our Angel Tree monetary donations to the CommUNITY
Holiday Help. This year, we are excited that Heritage is partnering in an additional way, by provid-
ing space in our facility to host the shopping event on December 10-12. Our congregation now has
several ways to participate in this community wide mission. Below is a link from last year’s event
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swOccNb4GXI&list=LL&index=3.

How can you participate?

0 Make a monetary donation to our HPC Angel Tree mission that is coordinated through the
Deacons in November.

0 Consider volunteering here at HPC during the event in December. Contact
susie.faas@hpcmason.org to hear more about the volunteer needs and sign-up process.
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Children & Youth News

Heritage ‘Tweens
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Youth Groups for All God’s Children

All of our children and teen youth groups, ages K — 12, meet on Sunday evenings. As you schedule
other activities, be sure to make Faith Formation and Fellowship an important part of your week.

Youth Group Schedule
Kids of the Kingdom (Grades K —39) 5-7pm
‘Tweens (Grades 4 — 6) 5-7pm
Legacies Junior & Senior High (Grades 7-12) 5-7pm
Dinner is served from 5-5:30pm each week.

Bedtime Stories at HPC

Bedtime Stories have returned! Every week, on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, click on our private Heritage Facebook groups to hear a bedtime
story read by Mrs. Faas or one of our congregation members. On Tues-
day nights, children and families can hear a children’s book with a faith
-based message, from our children’s library. On Thursday nights, a Bi-
ble lesson from Growing In God’s Love Story Bible will be read, with
some “wondering questions” that will allow for a caring conversation in
each home. If you are interested in obtaining a copy of Growing In
God’s Love Story Bible a very fine PC(USA) resource, please contact
susie.faas@hpcmason.org.

The videos may be accessed through our private Heritage Facebook groups:

o HPC Children’s Ministries: https://www.facebook.com/groups/heritagechildrensministries and
o HPC Tweens: https://www.facebook.com/groups/heritagetweens

For an invitation to either of these groups, please contact susie.faas@hpcmason.org.

Bible Presentation
Blessings and congratulations to Lauren Conley and Glory Kennedy who received a new Bible from
HPC earlier this month. They also received a bookmark of Bible verses that are meaningful to our
HPC congregation members. Additional bookmarks are available outside Susie Faas” Office
“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”
Psalm 119:105
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Children & Youth News

Peanut Butter and Jam Concerts at Heritage!
PB & ] is an interactive concert series for children age 2 — 6 and their families. Each concert features

professional musicians that engage and interact with the children. An educational coordinator hosts
and guides the children through dances, beat patterns, and stories to better experience the music. At
the end of the concert, the children meet and greet the musicians and see the instruments up

close. PB & ] sessions are always fantastic concerts!

This award-winning series will open its season with “Hit It”, a concert featuring instruments of the
percussion family. The concert will be in the HPC Sanctuary, Saturday, October 3t at 10:30am.

Peanut Butter and Jam Concerts are FREE to the public!
Check https://peanutbutterandjam.org/ for additional information.

HPC Preschool News

It’s only been a few weeks since the start of school, but things are already humming along! We've
gone from the echoes of empty classrooms to the echoing sound of children’s laughter. There is no
better sound in the world! Our HPP teachers are so glad to be back to working with their busy, hap-
py children. Each day we are thankful for the trust our parents place in us and the opportunity to
share our love of learning with God’s littlest learners.

We have some great activities planned for October including a visit from some Mason Firefighters,
Library with Miss Chris, Chapel with Miss Susie, Music and Movement with Miss Cindy and Mr.
Doug and all kinds of Halloween festivities including the first ever HPP “Trunk or Treat”. It's going
to be a really great year at HPP!
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Mission Team Activities

Please see below for some (but not all) of the various mission activities we are involved in. We also
invite and welcome members to get involved with the Mission Team. Please contact any Mission
Team members if you want to learn more or to offer help, unless the contact is otherwise stated in the
below specific missions.

HPC Community Cupboard

Community Cupboard
As we begin our stocking for the winter months, our needs change. Styrofoam coolers will be placed
on the shelves stocked with items.

We are so very grateful for the continued support of this mission by the members of HPC. Our sin-
cere thanks!

We Need: Meat Products (Spam, Stew, Tuna, Vienna Sausages, Chicken); Pasta with Meat (Ravioli,
Lasagna, Spaghetti & Meatballs, Beef-a-Roni); Flavored Rice; Chunky Soups (Beef, Chicken); Shelf
Stable Milk; Canned Pasta Sauce; Boxed/Canned Potatoes; Gravy; Complete Pancake Mix; Syrup; Jel-
ly; Peanut Butter; Crackers

Our Daily Bread Sandwich Mission

We currently have 27 Sandwich Missionaries plus 15 Deacons contributing to our mission. As of
September 26, 2026, you have made over 42,993 sandwiches, making our “sandwich tower” 329 sto-
ries high. You Sandwich Missionaries are amazing! You are very appreciated.

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat... Whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25
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Mission Team Activities
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Adult Mission Trip

This coming spring, we are going on a Mission trip to North Carolina from March 14t%-20t hosted by
the Fuller Center for Housing Disaster Rebuilders. We can use all levels of skills! We will be staying
at Montreat College’s Balsam Lodge while working in the Black Mountain/Swannanoa areas to re-
store in those areas still affected by Hurricane Helene. The housing provided will have room for 23
folks and include many amenities such as a laundry area and a kitchen.

Each day will begin with an early breakfast and devotions before we leave for the worksite. The type
of work we do will range from trimming and painting to helping reinstall drywall, floor and doors.
You do not need to know these skills, but if you have experience or particular skills in a type of con-
struction or remodeling, they are welcome. We are encouraged to bring our own work gloves, safety
glasses, N95 masks, and tools, though there will be tools available. Once we are done for the day, we
will cleanup and head back to the lodge for dinner. Meals will be provided for breakfast and lunch
every day and dinner some of those days. We will go out to the local area for dinner on the 2 days it
is not provided.

Volunteers must be 16 or older to participate (16-17 year olds will need parental/guardian supervi-
sion). Volunteers will need to sign up online (to be provided later). You can email or call Al Stever-
son if you are interested in learning more about this trip. There will be a sign up for interest that will
be in the atrium soon. More information will also come on this mission trip as the date gets closer.

Don’t Miss Tailgate For Home: Sunday, October 18

Support Family Promise of Warren County! Enjoy “Tailgate for Home” on
Sunday, October 18, 3:30 to 7:30pm at Camp Kern! There will be Fun

Games! Great Tailgate Food! Open Beer and Wine Bar! Spin the Wheel! Raffle
Baskets! Special Guests! Wine and Bourbon Pulls! NFL Football on the Big
Screens! $75 per person! More info at https://www.familypromisewarren.org/
events-1/tailgate-for-home-2

Mary Haven— a Facility for Troubled Youth:
We continue making monthly visits every third Tuesday evening of each month (next visit is Septem-
ber 15t%, followed by October 20t and November 17%). Please contact Leslie Dauer-Creek if interested

in helping or if you want to learn more about this mission.
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Heritage Presbyterian Church Address Service Requested
6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Rd.
Mason, Ohio 45040

| I L. Heritage

Presbyterian
Church

Sunday Schedule
+Sunday School—9am
+Worship Service—10:15am

Online Giving
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