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H e r i t a g e

P r e s b y t e r i a n

C h u r c h

…[N]ation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more….
[L]et us walk in the light of the LORD. Isaiah 2:4-5
Dear Friends,
Last night the TV weather guy said that yesterday was the last day we would have ten
hours on sunlight until mid-January. I’m not sure that you could count that day or any other of
this past week of clouds, rain, cold and sleet as having any hours of sunlight. It’s November and
after several months of sweet, comfortable weather, we have plunged into dark, cold fall/winter
type weather.
We also have plunged into Advent. In a season of approaching Northern Hemisphere
darkness, the church declares its season of hopeful waiting for the Light of the world. While we
may be wishing for that nice weather to return, Advent is not about weather or hours of
daylight; it is about our hope in Jesus Christ to be the one who shines real light into our world
and into our souls where evil and death have made it difficult to see the way to life, the way to
conduct our lives. The world in which we live is full of the murk of distortions of truth, threats
to our well-being, desire which grasps for its own way. We are seeking a way out, a way to live
the promise of life, the abundance and joy of life. We are looking for confidence that we are
making good decisions for our well-being and the well-being of all who share life. We are
anxious to live in freedom and the fullness of our potential without struggling against
impediments nor hurting the prospect of joy for others. We are looking for the light of the Lord.
The Gospel message of Advent is that God has not abandoned us to evil and death. God
has not been defeated by the powers of chaos or pain. Our own worst inclinations will not doom
us to condemnation and death. No, in a moment in time long ago and in this time, this day,
God’s word of grace and love has come to us. The light will come and has come into the world
in Jesus Christ. That light is the very presence of God, that illumines our way. The hope that we
carry in this season is the promise of Jesus that in him God is with us, Emmanuel.
As we come into this season of Advent, I invite you to prepare for the celebration by
living your hope in the light that is the life of the world. Use our devotional resources with your
families around an Advent wreath and spend personal devotional time with one of the Advent
devotionals that are available. Attend some of our Advent events like the Journey to Bethlehem
on December 4th and Christmas caroling to our homebound on December 10th.
Also invite folks to be part of this preparation from Christmas, to step back from the
distractions of this season to focus on the hope of light. Invite neighbors, friends and co-workers
to worship with us, to journey to Bethlehem, to Food with Friends on November 26 and
December 31. Use the flyers about Heritage’s mission to invite others to be part of what God is
doing around us. Invite them to engage with the only real hope this world has in these
increasingly dark days.
Blessings, Kevin Stainton
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Weekly Worship at 10:15am Sundays


In Person Worship— masks optional
•

Live-streamed on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HPCMason

•

Live-streamed on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hpc+mason

Children & Youth Private Social Media Group Pages:


Children’s Ministries: www.facebook.com/groups/heritagechildrensministries



Heritage ‘Tweens: www.facebook.com/groups/heritagetweens



Heritage Youth Groups:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/hpcmasonyouth

Adult Christian Education


Lectionary Learnings Zoom & In Person Meeting: Sunday Mornings at 9am, September-May
This class examines the Lectionary reading for the day. Contact kevin.stainton@hpcmason.org



Christian Conversations Sunday Mornings at 9am in the Church library October 2 through May.
They discusses contemporary writings on the Christian Faith. Contact: Sue Monteith



Adult Bible Study Zoom & In Person: Thursdays at 11am, Fireside Room: Contact: Susie Faas.



Grace Circle — 2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm, Karen Stine: karenstine1989@gmail.com



Hope Circle — 2nd Wednesday of the month at 9:30am. September through May.
Contact: patty.schnetzer@hpcmason.org

Children’s Sunday School


Sunday School Classes for K-12th Grade, September—May

December Lunch Bunch!
In December, the Lunch Bunch will meet on Monday, December 5th.
The meeting will be at 11:30am. Location: Mason Perkins on OH-741.

HPC Advent News

Advent is Approaching
Advent is the time when we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child through worship, scripture
reading, setting aside time for family and personal devotions, service to others, and fellowship with
community. This year, Advent begins Sunday, November 27th.

Consider some of these opportunities to prepare your hearts and minds for the Birth of the Savior.

Advent Devotional Resources
Advent begins November 27th. A variety of devotional resources for all ages, are available in the HPC
Atrium or can be obtained by contacting Susie Faas.
For Children, Youth & Families


FAMILY Advent Calendar Kit by Vanessa Myers offers weekly devotions and faith building activities particularly for families with children.



An Illustrated Advent for Families is a resource that provides weekly scriptures, reflections, pondering questions. This is a perfect resource for families, and young at heart who enjoy creativity.



ADULTS: A more traditional resource published by the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary can be
downloaded from https://bit.ly/AdventDevotions2022



Paper copies are available in the HPC Atrium, or you can request the daily devotion to be delivered by email, or through the seminary app. Check out https://bit.ly/PittsburghSeminaryAdvent
for a variety of options.



FROM THE HPC LIBRARY: Our Church Librarian, Chris Dauer, has compiled a bibliography of
Christmas and Advent literature that is held in our Adult and Children’s Libraries. Stop in the
library to check out books about the Birth of Christ, activity books to help you celebrate Christmas, and devotionals to guide you through the Advent season.

Heritage Christmas Caroling Party: Wednesday, December 14th, 5:30 – 8pm
Christmas is a time to share joyful fellowship and song. Come join us
as we go Christmas Caroling to our homebound members. All ages
welcomed! Gather your family and friends, your mittens, your voices,
and your Christmas Spirit. We will provide a pizza supper, song
books, and maps. Please bring a $5.00 donation for dinner.
Sign up to let us know you are coming:
https://bit.ly/HPCCarolingParty
Need more information or want to help? Do you know members that
would enjoy a visit from carolers? Contact Susie Faas

HPC Advent News

Journey to Bethlehem: Sunday, December 4th, 5-8pm
It takes many hands and skills to prepare for Journey to Bethlehem. Over the next few weeks, consider how you would like to participate. Sign up sheets are available in the Atrium or contact
susie.faas@hpcmason.org


SOUP MAKERS We are looking for people to donate a crock pot of soup for the Journey to Bethlehem. We need plenty to feed everyone coming to Bethlehem for the census! Soup may be
dropped off in the kitchen at church on Sunday, December 4 between 3:30-4 pm.



PUBLICITY: Everyone! Invite friends, neighbors, and family to experience an evening of learning and fellowship as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Send a post card or flyer,
forward an email, or share a Facebook post with so we can get the word out about Journey to
Bethlehem. You can even go “old school” and invite a neighbor face to face.



DECORATORS/SETUP CREW We will be transforming our building into the city of Bethlehem
on Saturday, December 3rd between 9am and 1pm.



DONATIONS: Food donations include apples, grapes, dried fruits, nuts, olives, spices, artisan
breads and rolls. Decorating items include simple/rustic items to create the atmosphere of Bethlehem: rugs, baskets, pottery. All decorating items will be returned to you.



ACTORS/MUSICIANS/ARTISANS/COSTUMES: If you have a talent or skill to share in Bethlehem, contact Susie Faas

HPC News
Coat Drive Update
The Deacons delivered over 200 coats in addition to hats and scarves to the following ministries: IHN/Family Promise, Broken Bus Ministry, Dayton, Reach Out
Lakota and Clutter to Care. Thanks to everyone who contributed and provided
warmth to our neighbors.

Save the Date: Sunday, January 15th is Movie Night!
We are planning to schedule a movie night to continue to follow our principles
of being brave and growing forward to pursue our PURPOSE:
Awakened by Christ’s call to love our neighbor and bear witness to the kingdom of God, HPC is preparing each other to live inclusively, expecting this
will shift our church’s culture in pursuit of multiculturalism and antiracist justice at home, in Mason, Greater Cincinnati and into God’s broader world.
Your Guiding Team is also following these principles as we continue our book
study of Wait-Is This Racist?: A Guide to Becoming an Anti-Racist Church by
Kerry Connelly to continue our education and lead our purpose to practice.

Stewardship Update
On November 13th we had a wonderful Stewardship
Consecration Sunday. During worship members
came forward and dedicated their 2023 pledges to the
glory of God. After worship we celebrated our participation in God’s work in the world with a lovely dinner catered by Vaqueros. It was probably the first
time since Covid closed things down that over 120 of
us were able to gather together for a meal. It was
great fun to see one another and spend some time
catching up, and to enjoy a good meal.
At the dinner it was announced that that day Heritage received over $375,000 in pledges for 2023.
This represented pledges from about half our giving families. It exceeded 2021’s Stewardship Sunday commitments of $273,000 by $100,000! We praise God at this announcement by singing the
Doxology because surely it is from God that all blessings flow.
Many thanks and blessings to you who have pledged so far. We still have some way to go to fund
Heritage’s mission and ministry for 2023. If you have not yet filled out your pledge card, please do
so as soon as possible. You should have received a card in the mail with stamped self-addressed
envelope. If you did not get it (or lost it) please call the church office and another one will be sent to
you. You can also call Cindy Parrott 513-289-9132 with your estimate of giving.
The Stewardship Committee

Preschool News
I love that the classrooms in HPP are so busy this time of year! The students are exploring, learning
and growing each day. This month brought lots of reflection on those things for which we are most
thankful. Our students are thankful for family, food, pets, stuffed animals, trains, blankets, cars and
dogs! We at HPP are thankful for our amazing school, parents and students. The halls were decorated with turkeys and scenes of harvest. In the classrooms, children were busy learning about healthy
foods, families, transportation and sorting. The Dolphin class even set up a campsite for children to
explore. The teachers enjoyed meeting with parents to discuss goals for their children.
Throughout the month in Music and Movement, students have begun practicing for their upcoming
Christmas Program. Excitement is building as we prepare to celebrate Christmas at preschool.

HPC Children’s Ministries
O Come, All Ye Children, O Come One and All!
All children are invited to participate in the Christmas Eve Family Service on December 24th at 7:00 pm. Children are needed as singers, speakers, readers, angels,
sheep, and shepherds. Some roles require more rehearsal than others, but there is a
part for everyone! Preparations will take place on Sundays, December 11 and 18
from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm and Wednesday. December 21 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm. This is
a great opportunity for children to help lead in worship, as well as learn more about
the birth of Christ.
Sign up on the atrium bulletin board, bulletin insert, or contact Susie Faas if your child is interested
participating.

News from All God’s Children
Our Kids of the Kingdom and ‘Tweens have been busy learning, serving, and having fun!.
This past month, the children had a fun evening at a DRIVE-IN MOVIE! Each child designed and
constructed their own cardboard box car, complete with paper plate tires, driving wheels that
honked, and tail pipes displaying crepe paper “exhaust”. After an evening of creative construction,
they each hopped into their vehicles with a tub of popcorn and candy, from the concession stand, and
enjoyed a movie together. Fun and fellowship for all! Special thanks to Ben Zumkehr for providing a
massive movie screen!

HPC Children’s Ministries

All our HPC children had the opportunity to learn about stewardship, through an unexpected gift
of $10. After some lessons about the meaning of STEWARDSHIP, each child was gifted with a $10
bill, and challenged to spend it in a way that glorified God.
Our children were very faithful and creative in their use of the money. Some gave their money to
care for the hungry and bought food for the Youth Food Hunt. Others used their money at thrift
stores to purchase clothes and books that ministries such as Broken Bus and IHN, can distribute to
their guests. Still others returned their money to HPC offering to be used for mission and church
needs. Perhaps the best response was from one of our youngest children. “My Mom said to give the
money to God. I gave my money to God!” Well done, good and faithful servants!

Perhaps the “yummiest” mission that our children accomplished, was to sort and package over 500
baggies filled with donated Halloween candy, that will be distributed to the Broken Bus Ministry of
Dayton. Imagine the joy, excitement, and NOISE of 15 HPC children gathered around tables overflowing with candy. An evening of SWEET SERVANTHOOD!
It is good for our children to be together in worship, community, fellowship, service, and learning.
After such a long hiatus of COVID isolation, it is so refreshing and healthy to gather in person. As
we continue to gather in-person for worship, Sunday School, youth groups, and fellowship, our children are experiencing the importance of the body of Christ, that Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 12.
When we continue to make faith formation a priority in our family schedule, our children are experiencing God’s love and caring fellowship with our neighbors.

HPC Missions
The Mission Committee continues to respond to the changes in needs for mission work. A few inperson mission activities remain on hiatus for now, such as the overnight hosting for IHN/FP.

Christmas Joy Offering
This offering started November 27th and concludes December 18th. This special offering is used to develop and support church leaders and workers. This includes pensions for retired leaders, funds for
Presbyterian-related schools/colleges in communities of color, financial aid support for church workers in need. For more information, go to https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/ .
Congregational Christmas Card: The Mission Committee thanks everyone for their continued support
and generous spirit this year and wishes all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! The annual
Congregational Christmas card will be posted by the beginning of December: sign the card during December to wish fellow church members a Merry Christmas and then donate your savings (from not
sending cards out individually); funds will be donated to our missions supporting the community
needs (like FES and/or ODB)

Our Daily Bread Sandwich Mission
Our Daily Bread continues to serve the needy community by providing bagged lunches with sandwiches, and we are helping in preparing and providing these sandwiches each Wednesday night/
Thursday morning. We also now have several church members volunteering on-site at ODB (near Finlay Market downtown). Currently, we have provided more than 20,500 sandwiches (over 150 stories
tall stacked) made and donated. This mission will be continuing through January and possibly beyond. The Mission Committee asks if you are willing and able to make some sandwiches for this mission (usually in amounts of 10s), consider doing so and contact Nelson Kennedy (513-470-1279).

HPC Missions

Family Promise of Warren County (formerly Interfaith Hospitality Network)
The schedule for the 2022 Family Promise hosting weeks are, starting: January 29th, March 26th, May
21st, and September 24th. These will likely remain off-site hostings for now.
FPWC Move to the Shaker Inn: The Shaker Inn location (600 Cincinnati Ave.) in Lebanon will allow
FPWC to help more homeless families. The offices will also move from 203 East Warren Street to the
Shaker Inn. The guests will also eventually move from the Knights Inn to the Shaker Inn. Although
the original plan was to make the move in August of 2022, the move has been delayed until early
2023 due to the property needing a lot of work completed before Family Promise can move in.
FPWC will maintain its Homeless Crisis Prevention Program and its Heavenly Hearth Furniture
Ministry at the Shaker Inn Location.
FPWC is currently conducting a capital campaign to make the Shaker Inn into a suitable facility for
the program. If you want to support the FPWC efforts, you can still donate to them directly through
their website, with the donation link under their mission statement, using PayPal at ihnwc.org or
send a check to: Family Promise of Warren County, 203 East Warren St., Lebanon OH 45036

FAITH Emergency Services
If you wish to donate financially, please go to the website with donation link by credit card
directly or PayPal: faithemergencysvcs.org.

Mary Haven (a facility for troubled youth)
We are making monthly visitations every third Tuesday evening of each month. Please contact
Leslie Dauer-Creek at 513-313-4597 if interested in helping or if you want to learn more about this
mission.

Heritage Presbyterian Church

Address Service Requested

6546 S. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio 45040
http://www.hpcmason.org
Office: 513-398-7671
Fax: 513-573-9722
email: office@hpcmason.org
Rev. Kevin Stainton, Pastor
Worship Time: 10:15 a.m.
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